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Federal funds are now available to move ahead with the University City Science Center, Dr. Jean 

Paul Mather, executive vice president of the center, said yesterday. 

Dr. Mather said $12 million in loans and grants are being made to the Redevelopment Authority 

to purchase the 26 acres running one block on each side of Market st. from 34th st. to 40th.  Then 

the land will be cleared and sold back to the center, he said. 

Dr. Mather discussed the center at a meeting yesterday of the West Philadelphia Chamber of 

Commerce at the Open Hearth Restaurant, 4444 City Line av. 

He said letters of intent to condemn are now going out and condemnation will start in January. 

One of the first buildings to go up, he said, will be a multi-story parking garage. 

“We know we have to have parking space to move ahead,” he told about 60 persons at the 

meeting. 

He said the Federal Food and Drug Administration will be putting up a building at 39th st.  The 

area is already cleared, and construction is expected to begin this summer, Dr. Mather said. 

He said the entire project is scheduled to be finished by 1976. 

There will be two million square feet of floor space.  At present rates, he said, they’d be going 

for from $4 to $5 a square foot annual rent. 

He said there will be about 5,000 jobs in the center, with 2,000 in research and engineering and 

the balance in supporting work. 

This, he said, can generate another 40,000 to 50,000 jobs in the Philadelphia area.  He said the 

science center should attract commerce and industry into this area. 
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Leo Molinaro, vice president for continuing education at the Science Center and executive vice 

president of the West Philadelphia Corp., said most of the buildings in the area are commercial 

and not residential.  He said not a single person will be put out on the street. 

 

 


