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The Board of Education is taking a plunge into the swimming pool business. 

It announced today that it will build its first swimming pool adjoining the Sayre Junior High School, 

58th and Walnut sts., in cooperation with the city Department of Recreation. 

Michael P. Marcase, director of school planning, said the pool at Sayre will be 75 feet long by 

42 feet wide. 

Shallow at both ends, the pool will be designed primarily for swimming instruction, Marcase said, 

but will also be divided into seven lanes for competition. 

A separate diving pool will complete the $800,000 project. 

Marcase said the project will be the first in creating a network of schools with pools. 

The proposed University City High School, at 36th st. and Lancaster av., a replacement for the 

William Penn High School, 15th and Mt. Vernon sts., and the proposed middle school at Wayne 

and Chelten avs., are already slated for pools, Marcase said. 

The city will contribute $275,000 towards the design and construction of the Sayre pool, which 

will be available for use after school and during summers. 

In a statement, Richardson Dilworth, school board president, said: 

“The city has long needed a year-round swimming program on a substantially larger basis than 

now exists, although we do have under the auspices of the recreation department a very good 

summer program and a number of private agencies do their utmost to fill the gap during winter 

months. 



 
 

2 

 

“The construction of the pool at Sayre marks the beginning of a program which will move as fast 

as funds permit to meet this community need.” 

 

 


