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The proposed University City Science Center High School received unanimous support last night 

before the Board of Education at a public hearing where the school’s fate was to be decided. 

Residents from the 37th st. and Lancaster av. area who in August heatedly protested construction 

of the school did not show up at last night’s hearing. 

School board members had said the proposed institution’s fate would be determined by testimony 

at the hearing. 

The hearing was on proposed revisions in the board’s 1966-67 capital and operating budgets.  

More than 300 persons attended in the School Administration Building, 21st st. and the Parkway. 

7 Groups Support Plan 

Seven groups testified in favor of the high school.  They included the Greater Philadelphia 

Chamber of Commerce, the Southeastern Pennsylvania Economic Development Corp., the West 

Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce and four school and civic groups. 

Thatcher Longstreth, executive vice president of the chamber, said “each day of delay… does 

irreparable harm to the economy of Philadelphia.” 

Sees Job Benefits 

Longstreth said the $10 million school, which would concentrate on mathematics and the sciences, 

was needed to attract industries specializing in research. 

Dr. William Zucker, president of the development corporation, said the high school was necessary 

to attract jobs to Philadelphia. 
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Robert S. King, a director of the West Philadelphia Development Corp., said the board not only 

should build the school but should make up time lost by previous delays. 

Others in favor of the school were Hugh Moon, president of the West Philadelphia Chamber; 

Gordon Callaghan, treasurer of the Lea Home and School Association; Dr. James E. Nixon, of the 

Spruce Hill Community Association; Mrs. Earle Oakes, chairman of the West Philadelphia Schools 

Committee, and Jacob Nachmias, of the Garden Court Community Association. 

7-Acre Tract 

The controversy is over a seven-acre area bounded by Filbert, 36th and 37th sts., and Lancaster 

av.  If the board approves now, the acres will be purchased and added to a nine acre parcel to 

the west which the board now owns for the high school’s campus. 

The protesters charged that long-time residents of the area would be displaced by the school.  

Original plans called for development of the seven-acre tract for housing. 

  



  



 

 

 


